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Self -Realization: An Outline of Ethics. Henry W. Wright. New York: 

Henry Holt and Company. 1913. Pp. xiv + 429. 

As a book which is well written and well constructed, showing a fairly 
well proportioned mingling of theory and practise, of abstractions and 
illustrative material, this book by Professor Wright is bound to meet with 
considerable favor among teachers of ethics. Moreover, if a text-book 
may ever, having a thesis, wisely embody this in its title and if, to press 
hypothesis still farther, that thesis may nowadays ever wisely imply, in the 
spirit of absolutism, that there really is a particular summum ~bonum, 
then as to both suppositions Professor Wright must be said to have done 
exceedingly well, giving a minimum offense to such as might doubt the 
wisdom either of his method or of his standpoint. Certainly his book 
makes a good course in ethics, one's only doubt being that it may be too 
individualistic to be used successfully by other teachers in any other way 
than that of a reference book, and his glorification of self-realization, as 
he finally interprets the term, is as near to being free from the taint of 
absolutism as the glorification of any single thing can be. Thus, if I 
may so express my impression of the book, it is on the whole traditional, 
if not almost old-fashioned, in its spirit, in its idealism, but timely, even 
up-to-date, in its information and material. Its rationalistic method, its 
absolutistie point of view, its teleologieal bias, are all so rarefied as to 
make one wonder if the old-timers — no disrespect intended — might not at 
times have some difficulty of breathing and as also to give present-day 
empiricists, pragmatists, and their kind at least some slight hope of 
another convert. 

All the proper subjects are discussed, and discussed, too, clearly and 
commonly to some purpose. Indeed, has anything been left out from 
cynicism to Kant or even Dewey and Tufts ; from desire, the end in itself 
and conscience to individual and social virtues and even religious virtues ? 
In especial, too, the chapter on " The Individual Virtues " in the fourth 
part (Part I., Ethics as the Science of Good Conduct; Part II., The 
Nature of the Good; Part III., The Good as Self-realization; and Part 
IV., The Life of Self-realization) is interesting in its treatment of tem- 
perance, prudence, courage, and idealism and in the discussions of health, 
property, reputation, physical, economic, and moral courage, culture and 
achievement, made incident to that treatment. But am I wrong in be- 
lieving that modern ethics needs all that doubtless, but also something 
more? Morality, for example, as never before, has its humor, its com- 
promises, its adventures, in a summary word its very living humanity. 
Professor Wright succeeds in making it fairly living and human, espe- 
cially as his book draws towards its end, but not living and human enough, 
as I am disposed to feel after my first examination of his work, to meet 
the day's — and the night's? — needs. A good book — I mean now intel- 
lectually good — is not necessarily a vigorously living book and, while to 
say just this will probably carry sharper criticism than is meant, of Pro- 
fessor Wright's " Self -Realization," it does nevertheless suggest the point 
at which, at least in my opinion, commendation has to lag. I may, how- 
ever, be expecting of a text-book what would not be becoming to a text- 
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book. A text-book may need rather to forget than to remember what 
Pliny, the elder, alien to the humor and adventure of life, even of the 
moral life, said to Francis Bacon : " Solum ut inter ista certum sit nihil 
esse certi." 

Alfred H. Lloyd. 
University or Michigan. 
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